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Cwentn-Ninth Congress.
Orcgon=--Specch ol‘?loheﬂ Dale Owen.

Wasniverox, WEuxgspav, Jan. 23, 1549,

The Orators of the west still hold the vantage
ground in both halls of tiie Capitol, and the Nort
and the South and Middle Ground, watch our progress
with undissembled astonishment, In the House, this
morning, whilst members were yet talking in clusters
of the effort of the ** black Doug'as,” up rose Ros-
ExT Dare Owex, and the manner in which members
arranged themselves in front of bim and around
about, reminded me of the gathering of the Scottish
clans,

« Come through the heather, sround him gather.”™

Mr. OWEN cummenced his speech, by saying

that

Evmusp Busxe, when a member of the Eritish
Parliament, was unce asked, why ministers, when in
any case, they bad a well ascertéined majority, did
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exclusively, this district of country. A dist

ceive no evidence, or danger, of any such plan
sand American citizens have already settled South of
the Columbta, not oue, no not even one, has found a
home Nourth of that stream?  Are we o pass over,
as of no scrious import the fact, that the Hudson
Bay Company deliberately, if without vivlence, in-
doce the removal, 1o what 1l

side of the river, of cvery citizen of thesc Siutes who
attempts a settlement vn wint they persist in calling
the Eritizh side! Must Le have stronger portents
still ! 1 can furnish them. Tle fellowing paragraph
is from Wilke's narrative:

“ As the character of the Hudson Bay Company pre-
cludes \heir engsging in sgriculiural operations, snother
Company has been organized under the title of the Puoget
Sound Company, snd s eoflicers are exclusively chosen
from among them. ™ * “The capital of the Paget
Sognd Company is £500.000; (that is, sbout two millioss
and half of dollars.) * The operationg of the Company
|are, in consequence large : they began by making Jarge

e

not press the question at once, without the trouble of | importations of stock from Califoruis, and some of the

discussing its merits.

- s I
his reply ; “ but it wonld not do. The minister who |

shiould persevere in it would soon have to go out, ™

And yet, there is no direct responsibility of the
British Prewier to the people whom he governs. Pow-
erful he is ; absolute, nlmost, while he reiains a con-
trolling majority at his baek ; but still, he must defer
to public opinion ; or, if he neglect such deference,
loss of power and degradation from place, is the
speedy penalty.

And thus, we of the United States, while we are
responsible for our acts a8 o nation, to no hutan
power, most yet defer to the pollic opinion of man-
Kind.
amung the natiorsof the eurth, not only must our
public acts be justifiable, | before we consummalte,
we must take the trouble to justify them.

My motive in rising now is to furnish such small
contribution as [ may to the massjof evidence and ar-
gument so sbly supplied from our Department of
State, in viadicating to the world the course pur-
sued by our guverument, on the great question of
the day.

Accusations of a grave character are brought, in
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respectable quarters, impugmng the justice of the |

measures recommended by the President, and now un-
der consideration by the House, in regard to the ter-
ritory of Oregon. | do not speak of charges coming
from Foreign and interested sources ; but of the lan-

guage used by the press here at home, and by mem- |
We of the majority may |

bers on this very floor.
fioel exceedingly well satisfied, that our course s jusi,
and these charges unfounded ; but it 15 not less an
imperative duty to defend the vne and repel the other.

| select as a specimen of the ground assumed by a
pﬂrfiou of the press, a paragraph from a New York
paper of good standing. Speaking of our title to
Cregon, the Journal of Commerce, in an editoriel
December 25, sa

* The evidence, even as fir South as Columbia river, is
not al! on one side, by » great desl. And when we come |
to Imtitude 49, the Euglish cluim is better than our own.”

If this true, then the President lost sight of
right and justice, when he adliered to the offer of 19
ns an ultimatuom; ] Mr. Packenbam wos justified

Ul

be o,
and
n ﬂt:'('{‘ti-]g ﬂ' %N Our gu'.l'f:i."lr_-l'l' solne i':-rli;--r pro-
posal “ more consistent with fairness and equity. ™

And, when some London Journalist trivmphantly
quoles against puracraph as that, d 1
from the pages of one among the leading periodicals
of the Univn, ke w:ll find, 1n further a
gument about the reckless and ambition of!
these Siates, certain resolutions touchiny war and
Oregon, oliered at your table, not by some young,
rash, hot-headed but by a from
:u-:.:'-S"-" sells, { ‘\};r.}:rnj- woth able and r'.‘;;l:':‘i:‘r::‘wf, !
a gentleman whose
u tes. The sec

“That it would be a dishonor to the age in which we |
live and in the highest degree discreditable to both the na-
tions concerned, if they should sulfir themselves to be
drawn inte & war upon & question of no immediate or prac- |
tical interest to either of them. ™

An eminent British statesman once said, * that as
we ought never to go to war for a profitable wrong,
g0 neither tuzht we to go to war for an unprofitable
right.” There is much good sense in the maxim,
and the gentleman from Massachusetts doubtless con-
s:ders it strictly applicable, inthe present case. The
direct inference from his resolution is, in the first
place, that the right in dispute, if indeed it be a right
at all, isan unprofitable right ; that it isof no practical
importance whether we cede to Englar '
even the whole, of the territory lyin
and Nor'ly of the Columbia. He esteems it our m-
perative duty, rather than resort to war, to make

ppromising division of the disputed tract.

[ will ask the gentleman to take map in hand, and
snswer me a guestion or two., It avails nothing to
talk vaguely of some compromise. Let him tell me
what compromise, beyond that already offered, he
suggests. If he recede but half a degree South of 49,
he tonches already_the straits of Fuca, the entrance,
and the only entrance, to Puget Sound. If he aban-
don to Englund but one degree out of the three, which
span this debateable land, the line cuts us wholly off
from these straits, from Admimaly Inlet, and cunse-
quently from Puget Sound; we might as well take
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talent and standing no one dis-

nd of those resolutions de clares :
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the line of 47 at unce and surrender that Sound alto- |

gether, us to cede 1is sole entrance and exit.

Is this, then, the gentleman's proposition? that
England should have the karbors of Puwet ! aud that
1tis of no practical importance, whether shie has them
or not !

Let eaptain Wilkes, speaking in his recently pub-
lished narrative, say a word to us, touching the har-
bors of that territory. He tells us:

“The coast of Oregun, (o the South of Cape Flattery,
(! @ southern cape on the straits of Fuca) is rarely, much
broken, and affords no harbors, except for very small ves-
sels. "—Vol. IV. p. 206,

And again:

“ No ports exist along any part of the coast of Oregon,

sounth of tha Columbia River, thatl are secessible to any
class of vessels, even those of but very swmall dravght of

water, "—=Yol. V. p. 148.
As to the mouth of the Columbia itself, which, for
80 many yeurs, repelied discovery, be tellsus:

“ Mere description ean give little idea of the terrors of
the bar of the Columbia : all who have seen it have Bpo

ken of the wildness of the scene, 1he incessant roar of the

waters, representing it as one of the most fearful sights
that can meot the eye of a sailor. " —Vol. IV. p. 293,

Experience and arcurate survevs will doubtless

diminish the dunj_reral; but yet it most remnain matier |

“ That has been tried, ™ was | best breeds of cattle from England,

If we would retain our station and influence |

yus approach this question.
{ nending between us and England, before the tribunal
| of the civilized world, let us

|eonsider them tenable.

They have also en-
tered into farming on an extensive scale, &e¢,"—Vol. IV.
p- 329.

The Puget Sound Company, observe ; their centre
|of operations being Fort Nisqually, at the Southern
|extremity of the Sound; the very point -at which, 1n
lall probebility, a line of communication hence to

| China aud the East Indies, would terminate, and the |

consequent poinl of embarcation of the Asiatic trade ;

with half the world directly open to the vessels that
shall leave her wharves. And this Puget Sound Com-
pany has the chartered right. and the capl
extensive agricultural settlements ; settle
most permanent kind ; settiements which must inevi-
tably and rapidly, spread out, from Lthat centre, suuth
to the very bunks of the Columbia.

And then, whose will that country he 1
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the British Government dare, even if she wuuld, neg-
| lect, or alaadon, the [ '

% *
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iritash anterest
own laws and charters ?

Does the gentleman from South Carolina think, that

!.«ah ::_hil-!l)’ on. :tnuin:l ',Vi‘.! In' “.-]] ! Tin I may we
also declare, when the thonder grow that there is
no storm in the gir. Then may the patrol slember in
seeurity at his pest, even wlhen the enemy’s cannon

1
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tNLuss,

give warning note, that he 1s :u!umcir.;. 11
the onset.

[ pass to the second proposition of the gentleman
from Massachnsetts, that, if, ander ANY eircumstances,
we sulffer war to arise, we thereby bring discredit on
our country, and dishonor on the age in which we live
Diseredit ! dishonor ! I bave al-
ready shown, that we contend no trifle, fur no

terms !
for
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. unprofitable r':;_'!.!. The ¢ n?_\' ren ‘tf:i.;I.",' conlingency

under which such cho = can justly apy
coutend fur that which is no right at ali;

which i bat a profitable wrong.

re v, 15, if we

for that

where a wise and just man will set jealous guard on
his reason, it 1s, when he bends its powers to decide
a question of ("l,-';-uh-'! ri:_'hl, to which he
parties. The best of us are but men.
tinge our judgments.
[
When our wishes urge, or our intervsts solicit., how
prone are we all to rush upon conclusions, to which
our unbribed reason would never have assented !

In a spirit of serupulons self-watehfil

18 one of the
Cur lungings
™ e

That which we desire should

-
u

dopt the principles of
her declaration rather than those of our own ; let us
take the testimony of her witnesses, rather than of

those it is our equal privilege to And if,

&
AL ‘f.
even out of these materials, of our opponents’ own
sclection, we can still erect an 1mpregnable title, not
n[l]‘\' to what we have med, but to much that we
have offered to relinguish, then even self-jealousy may
be satisfied ; and the judzment of 2 candid world must,
per foree, be given in our favor.

Eneland, pending this negotiation, has virtually
abandoned all claiws fonaded on discovery or prior
s=ttlement ; a very sutBcient proof, that she does not
inl statement by
her Plenipotentiaries, appended to the protocol of the
sixth conference, held in December, 1826, they declare:

“ Whatever title may have been, however, cither on the

e SUHTINOn.
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In the offic

part of Great Britain, or on the part of Spain, prior to the | ¢ 4

Convention of 1790, it was, fiom thence forward, meo
lunger to be traced tn vague narratives 0!. discoveries.

many of them apocryphal, bat in the test of stipulations

!{,” that Convention naelf,"—Deoc. 199 I. R, 20tk Cong. |

st session p. 52,

This f\re'.i-n.a-'it:r\I'I. if it be admitted, narrows down
the whole controversy to a very simple point; to an
examination, namely of the * test and stipulations ™
of the Convention in question, as the only just source
of title, in cither nation, to territory un the North-
west coast,

Our negotiators have arpued, that this Convention,
being but of a temporary characier, was annulled by
the war between Spain and Greut Britain, declared in
1796. But Mr. Pakenbam <till stoutly maintaing the
contrary. In his letter to Mr. Buchanan of July last,
he says:

“The Nootka Sound Convention has continued in full
and complete force up 1o the present moment,””

He argues, in another part of the same letter, in
regard to this Convention, that

“ It must be considered as an acknowledgment of exist-
ing rights, an admission of certain principles of interna-
tional law, not to be revoked ot the pleasure of either par-

[ty, or to be set aside by & cessation of friendly relations
between them,”

In 2o far as the Convention actually recoonizes
lerrilorial right
above view. And, at all events, after such a declara-

| tion, England is for ever barred from demurring to
jany conclusions, to which, following the text and
stipulations of that Convention, we may justly arrive.

Now, nking the words of that Convenlion thus
expressly appealed to by Great Britain, interpreting
" . . Sy 5

[these i their plain and obvious sense, corroborated
and elucidated by the most asuthentic commentaries
| thereon, | assert boldly and positively, that this very
<

[

£

| document recognizes in Spain—and consequently in
lus as :“:','-I.llu'a ASITNEC—AN AISOLUTE AND UADMIVIDED

RIGIHT OF TERRITOEY, UI' T0 THE LATITUDE OF
[ FORTY-NINE AND A HALF; and, 1N pOoTH NaATIONS
JOINT KIGHT oOF EETTLUMENT TRENXCE TO

YWUNDARY SINCE AGREED UPoON wWiTH Russia.

™

A

v I repeat it: by the Nootka Sound Uonvention Eng-
of doubt, whether the mouth of the Columbia can | land wholly relinquishes to Spain all territorial right

ever be used, throughout the various seasons of the | south of latitude forty-nine and a balf; and grants |

vear, as a geperal port of entrance fur vesse
every deaught.

Ou the other hand, all navigators, from Van eouver
to Wilkes, concur is testifving to the safety of the
entrance o Puget Sound and to the value of its har-
bors, as capable of receiving, and sheltering in perfeet
security, the largest fleet of live of battie ships the
world ever saw brought together. Captain Wilkes
save

“ Nothing ean exceed the beau'y of these watlers nor
their safety : not a shoal exists within the straits of Juan
de Fues, Admiralty lolet, Puget Sound or Hood's Canal,
that csn, in any way, ioterrupt their navigation by = 74
gun ship. [ venture nuthing in saying, tlere is no
country 10 the world that possesses waters equal 1o these.”
—Vol. IV. p. 805,

I repeat my question : is it of no practical importance
whether or not we, as the futare owners of Oregon,
cede to Great Britnin the oaly safe barbors in that
country, retaining not even ous roadstead of valge,
along the eutire Pacificcoast 1 Is the maralime con-
trol of Oregon a matier so trifling that we are tame-
Iy to surrender it to England, merely because, without
& color of title, sbe sees fitto askusforit? Ae-
cording to what code of logie or moruls does it become
our imperative duty submissively to give way, for,
this only reason, that she chicoses pertimaciously to
insist !

See, in bher very peﬂinaci!iy. the proof, how well
che estimates—luw differently from the gentleman
from Massackusetts (Winthrop) or the gentleman
from Virginia (Peadleton)—the value of this dispu-
ted tract and its magnificent harbore. She is expe-
rienced ; she is far-seeing. She laoks to practical re-
sults. On the table of her cabinet lie minute
graphical surveys of the straits of Fuea, of Admiral-
ty Inlet, of the harbors of Puget. From the first
moment of negotiation she contended for these ; to
the very lnst she has adhered to her ons. And
whenever the day comes, if come it does, when she
elall relivquish to us that master key to the com-
mprge of the Columbia Valley, then will & favorite

paraliel.

case, | submit it without one doubt as to the result,
alike to scrupulous friends at home, and to just minded
enemies abroad. If to the learned gentleman from
Virginia, (Bailey,) who did not allude to it yesterday
in his argument on titie, or to nny one else, it scem
overstrained, his attention, I ask to the proofs [ am
ahout to adduce. Let him suffer me, In the first
place, to refer him to an episode in British history,
instructive in itself, as a specimen of the temper and
polity of that powerful Government, and especially
imteresting in conuexion with her diplomacy at the
present day.

It was in 1780, William Pitt—the ablest of Tory
staresmen, the best friend of negro freedom in Eng-
land and of fendal slavery in France,— William Pitt was
Prime Minister. In May of that year, a royal mes-
sage declared 10 Parliament, that certain British

satisfaction had been fruitlessly made upon Spain.
The message therefore recommended vigorous prepa-
ration for war.

In confirmation of this alleged outrage on the Bri-
tish flag, a Memorial was, a few days afterwards,
presented to Pyrlinment, signed by one John Meares,
Commander of the vessels in question, in which he
stated, that he had reached Nootka, on a trading
voyage, in 1788 ; that he had then purchased from
Maquinna, the native chief, ** a spot of ground where-
on he built a house for his occasional residence ; that
he afterwards proceeded to China ; and in 1759 sent
two vessels to the north-west coast ; that these had
been seized in the name of the Spanish King, while
at anchor in Nootka Sound, by Em Martinez, who
had previously made a Spanish settlement there ; that
their erews had been sent, ss usarpers, to a Spanish

ison ; and that the flag of Spain had been hoisted

on * the lands ™ belonging to the memorialist.
A negotiation ensued. Spain offered to submit the

sod lang cherished plan of hers fall to the ground : |

matter to arbritation, by any vne of the kings of Europe,

the plan of settling, with Fritish subjects, quietly but !0 be chosen by England; but the British government,not
‘ingu.shed |then as much in favor of that mode of settling a dis-
gentleman from South Carelina (BLat1) seems to per- | pute as now, refused all arbitration snd hastened her
I|military preparations ; equippin
ask him, is it to go fir nothing, that while seven thou- |tions, and at a cost of fiftecn mu

| geney, applied for

{ France ;

ey call the Amwerican |

the New Orleans, in short, of the Columbia Valley, |

that will have |
| sprung up, under the prolection and privilege of her

ail thus 1s going on _im-' as it should ; that we hinve |
but to fold our hands, in sagacious inactivity, and |

o |

, by incredible exer-
ﬁinu dollare, seventy
ships of the line in five months. Spain, in this emer-
' sid to the National Assembly of
and rabean reported in her favor. The
langunge of lis report might almoest be supposed to
have supplied a text for use in our own doy :

“ Shall we do so much irjustice (said be) to the char. |
acter of 1wo enlightened nations, as to suppose they would
lavish their blood and treasure for the acquisition of =0
distant, 8o barren a spot of ground 17

With many high compliments to England the report
concludes, that Spain must pot be deseried, at a n:u-li
ment of danger; snd, accordingly, the Assembly
voted an sugmentation of the paval force. But the |
reluctance of France to engage in a war with England
soon became so apparent, that Spain finding berself |
pressed, with baughty wrgeney, for a categorical |
enswer, considering that Great Britain had augmented |
her pavy to a hundred and fifty-eight sail of the line,
while her own pumbered but seventy line ships, final-
Iy, in October of the same year, submitted to necess:-
ty, and signed, at the Escurial, the celebrated Cox-

veExTioN ofF Noorxa; the same since claimed by
| England s the basis of all her territorial rights on
the north-west coast,

It belooves us to examine, with strict care, the
provisious of that Convention.

lis first and second articles declare, that * the
buildings and tracts of land of which the subjects of
His Eritannic Majesty were dispossessed ™ 1n 1739,
shall be restored; and that jost reparation shall be
made for all acts of viclence and furcible seizure of
property, on the north-west coast.

[ts third article secures to both nations the naviga-
tion and tishery in the Pacitic and South Seas, “subject,
nevertheless, to the provisions and restrictions specl-
fied in the three followiag articles;” that is to
v, the 4th, 5th and Gth.

The fourth srticle prohibits British subjects from
pavigating or fishing within ten sea leagues of any
Spunish settlement.

Aund the fifth article, the most important of the :

whule, lying at the very basis of the present dispute,

-y
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reads thus

JArt. 5. It is agreed, that, as well in the places which |
are to be restored o the Buush subjects, by virtue of the
first mruiele, as in all other parts of the vorthwestern coasts
of Nurth America, or of the islands adjacent, situated 1o
the narth of the coast already oecupied by Bpain, wher-
ever the subjeets of the two powers shall bave made seitle-
meuts since the month of April 1789, or shall hereafter
mnke any, the suljects of the other shall have free access,

[ end shall earry on their trade, without any disturbance or

even legally possessec

ness, then, let |
In the great cause now |

| hitherto kept it out of sight.

15, ut the

Sir. if there be a sitvation in life, public or private, |

4 11 - o . ] = | <-f_.‘,- ,-:' i
w, how readily do we find, or frame, a plos to Justify !

molestation ™ (T'he 6ih srticle refers 10 South America.) |

Observe, 1 pray you, the wording of this article.
The species of joint t‘n'n;;r:iidll thereby established is
v be, as well at Nootka, iff land Le there restorea to
ritizsh subjects, as in other parts of the northwest|
north ol the parls ALREADY _
v I-.!':- word, not
and “*already occupied,™ that
date of the Convention, lo-wit on the 25th
1700. That, at that dete, Nootka had been
"::lrv:u’._r ti-'i't',.\'il!i by .“:l‘ljll," ig a fact which no one
nrelends v fact established, indeed. | the
wemorial of Meares 1iselfl

But the latitude of Nootka is a little north of foriy-
. It follows, that [!:.,’ that very Con- |
vention to which the British C
which l]‘l"‘_\' [-va'u.':-_‘ to d
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source of all her territotial righis on the northwest
coast, England has not a shadow of a claim south of
3 f, and but a joind r';':_;:};‘ of '
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YOrity=1nine
ment north c;f' that latitude.

Is this a new view of the subject? a new interpre-
tation of that Convention und the reciprocal rights it
eonfirms ! It may be new to many wembers of this
House. It may Le new, even, among the arguments
called forth by the negodiations on this subject ; for
thiose who conducted for us the negociations, not ad-
mitting that the Nootka Convention 18 till i force,
may not have deemed it necessary-scrupulously to test |
the bearing of its provisions. It is not new to Eng-
land, ro watter with what skilful ingenuity she has
To the British Cabinet
it is nearly as old as the Convention itself. It is es-
tablished by that commentary on the Convention, of
all others '],'" most ltl:{i-('li:i.‘: namely the debates in
Parliament occurring but a few \'.'c't-ll.-' after its :-»i;:tl'l-
ture, and growing out of the usual motion for an ad-
dress of thanks li} the King, on the occasjon.

In the Lords, the Duke of Montrose moved the vote

janks. How does this apologist of the Crown
construe the rights acceruing under the Convention !
Hear him :

“We are not only restored to Nootka, but we may parti-
cipale in a more nothern spett’zment, if we should tind at
.l‘l..\"““lf. that a wore northern sitoation would be preferable
for the carrying on of the wrade.— Parliamentary History
Fol. 28, p. 934.

In the Commons, the mover of the Address did not
even ullude to the ntrluiﬁ.:i(m. b_\' the Convention, of
any territoria]l rights whatever; but a certain loyal
Mr. Smith, who followed him, boasted, in the exulta- |
tion of his beart:

“That the whole coart of Prince William's Sound was
ftee for us 1o settie on, no place being occupied by a Span-
ish Colony."— Parliamentary History, Vel. 28, p. 980,

Prince Willinm's Sound lies in sixty north latitude, |
more than seven hundred miles north of Nootka. If|
Mr. Smith were still {I“L‘i‘, he would have to settle
that claim with the Russiang, not with us.

But the chief debate in the Lower House, and that

T e .
and a hal sellie-

- . " |
then existing, there is force in the |

THE |

which is decisive of the entire question, was between
the two master spirits of the day, Fox and Pitt. To
{it [ invite your special attention.

Mr. Fox, whose patriotism no man ever doubted,
|first makes a concession of the greatest importance
{to Spain. He said: ;

~ “He was as much a friend to the claims of Spain, sane- |
tioned by the treaty of Utrecht, as Count Fiorida Blanca,

or any Spanish minister, because they were Sounded in
Justice. These were, an exclusive right of territory, |
| navigation and commerce, on the seas and cossts of Si‘ll-l-

ish America, The absurd and extravagant claims arose

from extending the term Spanish America, e sear and
cousts where Spain had ne r:'g.'.-t n_f occupancy., To

what did we object before, but the indefinite limits of

Spanish America. The objection still remained ; for the

[imits of Spanish America were still undefined.”"—p. 991,

Following up the same argument, he adds :
“Where cur admitted right of settlement on the north-
west coast commenced was completely undefined. {/ it

seas said ol Nootha,we did not know that Nootha wonld |
be restored.” —Ibid.

And again:
“Thus we had given up all right to seltle, except fog

temporary purpeses, fo the south of the Spanish settle
mente, or i the intervals belween them, if they happened

Is of | to that country equal rights with herself, north of that | 0 be distant.  We had oblained an admission of our right

| to settle to the north, und even that we had not oblained
As to the accuracy and justice of this view of the | With clearness. As Spanish settlements were the ouly mark
{of limits, suppose we were to meel with one further 1o the |

north than we expected, and a dispute were to arise, whe-
ther it was new or old, it would be some Jiflicully o send
out our builders to decide, &e."~ p. 995,

Such were Mr. Fox's interpretations of the Conven-
tion. Will it be argued, that they are but the opinions
of an opposition mwember, however distinguished for |
probity and ability T But we have the reply of Mr, |
Pitt, officially recorded, to prove, what was admitted,

and what denied, by the British Cabinet.

1 ‘.'-'{ll ask my fellow members w rend that speech of
Mr. Pitt, as they will find it in the “Tarliamentary |
History of England,” frum the first word to the Jast. |
They will find there not one sy llable contradicting the
nssertions made, and inferences drawn, by his great

rival, in the foregoing extracts.

Mr. Fox bad said, |

if indeed Nootka was restored, or a yet more northern
Spauish settlement, if such should hereafier be found,
was the mark of limit on the north, of Spanish Ame-
ricn. Mr. Pitt"s silence admits the accurncy of this
interpretation. Mr. Fox had declared, that to the |
south of these Great Britain had renounced all right
of mvereigugy or permmnent settlement. That, too,
by passing it over unanswered, Mr. Pitt concedes.
Nay, the British minister goes further yet. In reply
to the inference dedeced by Mr. Fox from the above,
that *‘every new regulation was a concession, not an
acquisition,” Mr. Pitt admits :

“That though what this country (Great Britain) had
gained consisted not of new rights, it certainly did of new
advantages.” —p, 1002,

And then he to expatiate—on territorial
right acquired T on the privilege of settlement south
to San Francisco! Not a word of it; but on the

|

whale fishery and its wdvanteges; and therewith
he winds up bis speech.
Now is it credible—is it conceivable even—thata min-

| to us by Vancouver, in the narrative o

| dred yards on any on= gide, bounded
\sea, aud on the other two sides by 1
| rocks ;** on which isolated spot Mr. Meares had

ister, than whom one more able in debate or more ac-
complished in diploimacy never guided the destinies of
Britain, should have Listened to all these assertions, thus |
publicly put forth, in the Nationa! Legislature, by a |
member hardly second to himself in talent and in
standing ; knowing, too, that, the next morning, the
thousand tongues of the press were 1o declare these
aloud, tv England, to Spain, to the eivilized world ;
is it, I ask, within the bounds of possibility, that such

| a minister should have suffered all this, without pro-

test or contradiction, il any protest could reach, if
any coutradiction could disprove it? It is not cred-
ible, not cuncejvable, not possible. No man, who
stands on his reputation for common sense, will argue
or believe it

The conclusion is irresistible, that, let England’s
pretensions on the northwest coast, be, at the present
day, what they will, they extended, in 1790, no fur-
ther than a joint right of settlement, norih of latitude
furty-nine and a half, shared with her equally by the
“acknowledgment of existing rights,” which Mr.
Pakenham declares, ‘‘cannot be revoked at the plea-
sure of either party.”

I might rest here, without another word, the
whole case. But it is useful as well as cerious, to
pursue the matter a little further, and trace the growth
of these pretensions of England, from their modest
shape in 1790, to their overgrown form, at the present
day.

The first opportunity on which England, in aceord-
ance with a policy which bas gradually secured to her
the deminion of a large portion of the world, saw fit
to push onward her territorial claims in northwestern
America, was the appointment of commissioners to
carry out the first article of the Noctka Convention.

The celelrated navigator Vancouver, was appolnt-
ed on belm!f of England, and & Senor Quadra, on the
part of Spain. They met at in August,
1792 : and the acccunt of their negociation 18 given

f his voyage.
Their respective views as to the lands to be restured,
were soon found to differ very widely.

Quadra maiotained, that Meares never had actually
purchased any land at Nootka ; that he hiad neveroven
had possession of any, excepl a singrle spot, sofrmi !
nearly an equilateral triangle, not e a hun
r i'-“-'
Cragoy

Nootka,
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erected his temporary residence. He addoced, in

| proof’ of his assertions, the testimony of two Ameri-

can captains, Gray and Ingraliwm, who had been pre-
gent at Nootka in 1758, and during the

|‘1’(‘:fj}|g- in 1789, These geutlemen depe
though they remained there nine months an

ALY |||_1'.1' pro-

S0,

§ couly

chnverse In-rﬂ-rl!_\‘ with the natives, they pever heard |

- 1 - ! bor Mo :
of any purchase of land by Meares.

In rezard to bu:ldings and
above spot of ground was abandoned by DMeares,
when his last vessel, the Iphegenia, commanded by a
Captain Douglas, left the Sound 1n the autumn of
17883, they ndd -

“On the arrival of the Columbia, in the yesr 1758,
there was a house, or rather a hat consisting ul rough
posts, covered with boards, made by the Indians ; but this

Captain Doaglas pulled 16 pieces, prior 10 his sailing firr |

the Sandwich ismandsz, the The boards he
ok on board the lp*:-':ln--ni;l, and the roofl he gave to
Captain Kendrick, swhich was eut up and used as fire-
\s-u'.-d on board the Columbia ; so that, on the arrival of
Don Muartinez, thersa was no vestige of any Lhivuse re-
m.-.inillg,"—Puu:f.\' and Nlustrations, p. 415.

same vear

Under these eircumstances Senor lnadra very natur-
Meares had been dispossessed of
and,

ally concluded, that
neither lands nor buildings §
there was * nothing to deliver up. He olserved,
at the saume time, (so Van Couver infurms us:)

con

yuently, tha

“‘That Nootha ought to be ths last or wmost nerthwaridly
Spanish settlement ; that there the dividing point should be
fized ; and that, from thence to the northiward should be
free lor entranee use and commerce to hoth parties, con-
formably with the fifth article ol the Convention 3 that
hould not be formed without permis<ion
of the respective conrts and that the Englisk should not
passto the South of Fuca.'--Van Couver’s Voyage, Vol. 2
P H2.

It a word

estnblishments s

the Spanish Commissioner put upon the

| prov i=ions of the Convention the very same interpre-

tation which had been put upon them, publiely and
uncontradicted, by Fox and others in the British Par-
linment, two years before.

Subsequently, Senor Inadra offered to leave Van
Couver in possession of the spot Mr, Meares had oc-
ceupied, and even to place at his command the houses,
gardens and offices then occupicd by the Spaniards,
whilst himself retired ; but * wifhou! prejudice to the
legitimate right of Spain. "

To this Van Couver declared, that he was notan-
thorized to He eontended, that the words
 buildings and tracts of lands ™ employed in the first
article of the Convention could not possibly be con-
strued to mean merely a triangular spot hardly con-
faining one acre of ground, and

¢ T'hat at least the whols part of Nootka, of which his
“.1jr‘_-il_\."!l subjects had been forcibly dispossessed and at
which themuelves, their vessels and had been
cnp!nn-d. must have been the proposed object of restitu-
tion. "— f.nyil_j_{f‘ Vel 2 r- 379,

]
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cargoes

He also put forward the British claim, then for the
first time asserted, to equal settlement with Spain,
South to latitude thirty-sight ; declaring, that he

# Conceived port St. Francisco (o be the northernmost
settlement occupied by the subjects of His Catholic
Majesty, in April 1789."—Voyage, Vol. 2. p. 350,

This, by the way, was not, in any sense, the ques-
tion ; the words ** already oceupied ™ clearly referring
to the date of the Conveantion, to-wit October 1790 ;
and not, by any possible construction, as Van Couver
would bave them refer, to the date of the alleged
caplure.

Asian offset to the evidencejof Captains Gray and
Ingrabam, and, so far as it appers, as the sole war-
rant bevond the words of the Convention, for his de-

mand of the whole settlement of Nootka, Van Couver |

brings furward the deposition of a certain Robert
Duffin, supercargo under Meares, and who was with
him at Nootka in 17583, :
vovare, but the subsfance of this man's evidence; of
which the material part, according to his version, is
as follows :

# Mr. Meares attended by himsell (Duffin) and Mr.
Robert Funter, on the 171th or 15h of May 1728, went
on shore and bought of the two chiels, .\l.‘ulu,ill;u and Cal-
licum, the whole of the land that forms the Friendly Core,
Nootka Sound, in his Majesiy’s name, for cight or ten
sheets uf copper, and some wifling articles : That the nu-
tives were perfectly satisfied, and, with the chiefs, did
homage \0 Mr. Mears as their Sovereign, acvordiog 1o the
custom of the country, &e, "—Fol. 2. p. 370—371.

. N . * 1 <
This statement of Duffin’s is an utter filsehood ;
whether suborned for the oceasion or not, we may
not now determine. Great Hritain’s own principal

Lial |

in proof that even the |

Van Couver gives, in his|

the commencement of this man's memorial laid be-
fore Parliament two years afterwards, it is still only
“a spot of ground, whereon Le built a house for his
oceasional residence ;" but it is purchased from Ma-
quilla. Even before the memorial conclodes, howev-
er, this modest spot of ground has swelled into** the
lands belonging to your memorialist.™

The men in buckram increase in number as the
drama proceeds. By the month of October 1790, and
in the words of the Convention, it had beceme **build-
ings and tracts of land,* of which Meares had
been dispossessed; and when two years wore had
passed over the transaction, nothing short of the
whole settlement of Nootks, with the recognition of
Meares as sovereign of the territory, would satisfy
the vuraciously increasing appetite of the Briush
claim,

Spain, os may well be supposed, was not prepared
to keep pace with these yearly increasing demands.
Quadra and the Eritish navigator parted, in personal
kindness, but after a froitless negocintion, Nootka re-
maining in the possession of Spain. Van couver ex-
pressly says:

“1 requested in conversation the pext day (September
16, 1792) to be informed, if be (Quadra) was positively
resolved to adhere, in the restitution of this country, to
the principles contained in his last letter 7 and on receiv-
ing from him a reply in the sfiirmative, I scquainted him,
that I should consider Nootka as a Spanich pert; aund
requested his permission to carry on the necessary employ-
ments on shore, which he wery politely gave."— Foyage,
vol. 2, p. 367, 368.

Two years afler this negotiation, namely in
tember, 1794, Vancouver returned to Nootka, £
the Spanish flag still fiying there ; and Quodra having
died meanwhile, found Senor Alava appointed com-
mandant of Nootka. From this geniieman he learnt,
that he (Alava) had been appointed * for the particu-
lar purpose of finishing the pending negotiation.™
But no instructions from England Lisd reached Van-
couver ; and he left Nootka without cflfecting any
thing,

Two months
at Alava rece

o
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ter, at
d instructions, of which be confic
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a part to the British navigator ; and these instructions,

s0 Vancouver tells us, would enable an amicab

it nearly on the offered to Senor

ptember, 1792, Put sull, no instruc-

tions to Vanouver; who rdingly returned t
England, leaving the whole matter open as before.

So fur, then, it is confessed, that for more than four

| years o fier the signature of a Convention wrang from

| Span h_'.‘ mennce and lavish warl he

e

| B Linent **

]

Wuadra in oe

terins

are

v
"

ke prepara
remaitned in peaceful and vedisturbed possession of
I A L T

'the entire settlement of Nootka. Nor is there any

ce unless wa consider ns sach a vague report al

le

(L
|Im-l in that 8 wind, ever was surrendered by Spain to
| England. A Captain Broughton, in his “Vayage to
| the Pacific,” in "H0-6, tells us, that, in March, 1796,

he made the harbor of Nootka ; ids

vy
and e adds

% [ sent en officer into the cove fur intelligence ; who
turned &t noon, and reported there were no vessels in it
| and that the spot an which the ¥panish settlement farmerly

stocd was now ecenpied by an Indian village.""— Voynge,
. 50

He then goes on to say @

“ Maquinna, the Chief of Nootka, paid us a vi=it here;
and he awl Clupanutch, another chiel, brought me several
letters dated March, 1795, which informed me, that Capt.

Vancouver sailed lom Mowoterrey the 1st December, 1754, |

for Eongland ; and that the Spaniards had delivered up the
port of Nootka &« to Lieutenant Pierce of the Mannes,
agreenbly to the mode of restitution setiled between the
two Courts. A letter from the Spanish officer, Brigadier
Alava, informed me of their sailing in March, 1795, from
| hence.”

¢ Several letters,” Captain Broughton says;

| whom we are not even informed ; and Senor Alava

Spaniards had left the place.

A recent English historicul work reputation,
with the name of the Queen and mest of the nobulity
on its list of subscribers, varies this story, thus: '

of

“ It may be mentioned here, that, in 1745, this territory |

was formally laken possession of by Lieutenant Pierce of
the British navy, and received the name of King George's
-‘"iuuml."—.J‘J-J‘!;lm-\' Reigrn <-f f_:'rur,_l;t' ITL vol. A, P 502.

Nothing about a surrender, here.
inken possession of ** and named ;
for a Lieutenant Pierce, or any one else Lo do, after
the Spaniards had vacated the settlement.

Whence this ¢* Lieutenant Pieree of the Marines
sprung all of a sudden, does not appear. Vancouver
says not a word, in his voyage, of leaving any one at
Nootka. And, on the face of it, it is a thing most
unlikely, that England should entrust the ultimate
settlement of a dispute that cost her millions and had
baffled the diplomacy of Vaucouver, 1o a stuiple Lieu-
tenant of Marines.

But, further, even conceding all these ;_r!.lriI::r im-
probabilities, we neither know what amount of land
was restored, nor under what conditions or limitations
the surrender is alleged to have been made. N
{eould the simple surrender of any * buildings
| and tracts of land ™ there, alter the fact, that Nootka
| was, in October, 1790 ** already occopied by Spain:™
nor the express stipulation of the Convention, that,
north of that point of occupation only, was the coast
to be free fur settlement to both powers.

Yet even this is not the entire case. Two histori-
ans—the only two I have found whose works date
within a few years of this transuction—one a French
authority, the other British—agree in denying that
| there was any restitution whatever. Segur the elder,
French ambaesador successively at the Courts of St.
Petersburgh, Berlin and Vienna, writing in 1501, a
“ political picture of Europe from 1786 to 1796, says :

“England, under the flimsy pretence of reclaiming
some contraband ships taken by the Spaniards on the west
| eoast of North America, threatened to declare war against
Spain.” . » “ France, after a short hesitation,
| notwithstanding the disorder of her finances, determived
| to support Spain against the Eonglish. And the Cabinet
of London, intimidated by this energetic and unexpected
resolution, postponed its ambitious projects; contented itsel
with the restitulion of the English vessels that had becn
| captured: and agreed with the Court of Madrid, muls
|ally to disarm.”—Segur’s Reign of Fred. William, vo:-
| 2, p. 153 and 171.

|

It was ““formally

e

ir

The motive may be incorrectly inferred ; but as to
the fact, we can hardly suppose it unknown to one of
the most noted dip!uln:l.li:-".‘-‘u of the d'l}'.

The twestimony of the British historian Belsham,
writing in 18UD, but ten years afier the date of the
affair, is still more distinet. In summing vp the
history of the Nootka affair, he says:

| w8 insignificant was the object in contest, that no one,

| either in or out of Patliament, has, s0 far as appears,
thought it worth while to enquire whether restoration has

m‘ul .

™ r
onterrey, Vancouver says |

1 to by an undistinguished navigator, that no foot of |

from |

mentions nothing of the surrender, but only, that the |

a very easy thing |

| very man, who is said to have made this important | net.

witness shall disprove it ; the reputed sovereign ; the [ really been made in the mode prescribed by the treaty or
It is certain mevertheless, from the mos! authentic
puichase, and who published, the next year, the nar- | subsequent infor mation. that the Spapish flag flying at the

rative of his voyage and his claims and his wrongs ;
even Nr. Meares hiwmselfl., Here he i<, in very re-
spectable quarto form. And whet is his testimony 1
what says his daily Journal of the proceedings at

| Nootka ! Under date the 16th May 1753 ( Doffin hns

it the 17th or 15th ) Meares says, thot he had a visit
from the two Nootka chiefs. He adds:
# A present, consisting of copper, iron and ather grati-

| fying articles, was made to Maquilla and Callicum ; whe,

on receiving ity ok ofl their Sea-otter gnrments, threw
them, in the most graceful manner, at our feet, and re-
mained, in the unattired garb of nature, on the deck. "'—

Voyage, p. 113—114,

A present, observe ; and generously returned, too. |

But ig there no mention made, on that -!.:qy. or on the
13th or 15th of the purchase of Nootka ! nothing |

l snid of the flattering homage _dn_!m to Mr. Meares as |
|m\‘erm;ru ! Nota S.\'”llblﬁ. either on the 17th, 15th, | Spsuiards ; and there is considerable doubt, whether any

4 . » |
10th, 20th, nor any other day. The sole foundation |

that Spain’s claim of exclusive territory in Spanish | for this romance of the supercargo, if’ foundation it | any to restors.
vessels had been seized ou the north-west coast of | ATerica wns founded in justice,

No denial of this! have at all, ig to be found in Meares's Jourpal, under Spaniards and English, had abandoncd Nootks Sound,
America, by a Spavish officer, and that a demand for | DY Mr. Prtt. Me. Fox had asserted, that either Nootka,

date the 25th of that month, where hesays:

“ Maquilla had not enly most readily consented to
grant us a spot of ground in his territory, whereon a
hoose might be built for the accommodation of the people |
we intended 1o leave there, but had promised us also lIm31|
assistance in forwarding our works, and his protection of |
the party, who were destined 1o remain 81 Nootka during |
our absence. In return for this kindness, the chief was
presented with a pair of pisiols, which he had regarded |
with sn eye of IOECIIHdO ever since our arnival,"'—FVoy-
age, p. 114.

Was ever, ina grave dispute between two great
nations, pretension so idle supported by faleehood so
shamsless ! The whole proceeding is a type, but too
strictly faithful, of England's pretensions on the
Northwest coast. Thus it stands :

Meares, a British trader in search of furs, puts into
Nootka Sound. There, according to his own story
told his own way, the pative cliief * consents to grant,’
not to sell, a “‘spot of »" whereon he may
build ; and * in return for his kindness "—no pre-
tence, here, of payment, even for that spot of ground

fort und settenment of Nootka was never stiuck, and that

| the whole territory has been vinually reliquished by (ireat
Britwin"—Belsham's History of England, vel. 8, puage

337-8.

And sgain in the appendix to the same vo
giving the official documentis coonected with the dis-
pute, he adds :

“ But though England, at the expense of three millions
extorted from the Spaniards a promise of restoraion and
| separation, it is well ascertained, first, that the setiiement

in question never was res'ored by Spain, nor the Spanish
flag at Nootka ever struck, and secondly, that no settle.

1

[ ment has ever been subsequently attompted by England on

the Californian cosst — dppendix, p. 40-41.
The Edinburgh Review of July last takes nearly
the same view of the facts. [t words are ;

* Vancouver left Nootka Bound in the possession of the

lands were ever restored to Meares, or whe'her there were
All we know, is, that,in 1795, all parties, |
and it has not been re occupied.— Review, p. 256, 257,

And, finally, corroborating evidence of the strong-
est and most authentic kind, in proof, that Nootka
was never surrendered to Great Britain by Spain, and
that Spain regarded her exclusive right south of
Nootka as admitied, is to be found in a very curious
original Spanish manuseript, preserved in the Library
of Congress, and entitled ** Confidential Instructions
for the Kingdom of New Spain,” drawn up by Count
Gigedo, former Viceroy, and addressed to his succes-
sor, the Marquis Branciforte, dated June 30, 1594,

In these instruetions, given, it ought to be borne in
mind, strictly as a matier of confidential business,
and not, by possibility, for the sake of effect.

#Moreover, it will always be necessary, that there be,
in one of these ports, either in that of San Francisco or
Bucarely. or in that of Avetka itself. n pursuance with
the standing agreement with the government of England,
some vessels and detachments of ours, o make respected
the suthority of the sovereign, &e.”

We can hardly have any thing more conclusive.

ume, afier |

| quest « ol

713 ; in which, after giving it as his opinion, that it
was “‘advisable to contract the Spanish limits as far
as the straite of Fuca,” Gigedoadds:

“Your Excellency already knows how much the past
dissentions have cost, notwithstending the good treatment
which [ gave to the English prisoners, and the compensa-
tion | ordered to be made to them for all their Josses,
which have, in o great degree, smoothed the difficulties.
A roysl determination, io conformity with these principles
has been received, for the abandonment of Noslka ; to
which service | have, in coasegoence of the desth of the
former Commissioner, assigned Brigedier Don Joee
Manuel de Aiova, on sccount of the incidents which might
supervene, snd (be cautions given by the Court to observe
the conduct of the English Commissioner.”

Such are the facis of the case. And they would be
equally conclusive of our title even if Gray had never
discovered the Columbia, and if Lewisand Clark had
never explored it.

They are facts, too, ] pray you to observe, almost
exclusively derived from FEritish authorities. It is
the man who is the sculptor, not the lion. And yct
adopting their own version of the story, assuming as
now in force the document put forth by England as
the sole authentic hill of territorial rights on the north
west coast, and interpreting its provisions by the
light of the debates ensuing :hrrem_n in her own par-
limment, I do not see how any candid man can resist
the conclusion, that England hss no more right toa

fuot of soil suuth of forty-nine and a balf than bas the
]li:'n_:w:-ur of Morocco, and that the only portion of
| territory in regard to which she may talk of & com-
nising division at all, is the traet from Nootka to
Russian boundary ; about five degrees of latitude ;
of which tract the centre line is about FIFTY-TWO;
leaving us, if' we suppose that compromise made, the
whole of Vancouver's island and the coast bevond as
r north as the southern point of Washington or
Queen ( harlotie’s :.‘1.:.‘211.

|  And now, let those who accuse our government of
prasping ambition and reckless contempt of right,
|stand forth and answer me ! Has our government
Jlaimed wore than its own !  Has it offered no sacri-
for the saks of peace? L'_\' the test of British
claimed documents, by the showing of British suther-
Lies, l;;[,I;]r:g-.“;:‘,’ y={wo 18 the l::ir Ill'l!_" ()f cnmpr{‘-mise.
| And Lave we not proffered forty-nine? Ii a spirit,
even of Quaker furbearance, have we not, toavert the
'calamities of war, expressed our willingness to relin-
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quish to British pertinacity three degrees—thiree most

[1nportant degrees, too, embracing the valuable and
| commanding harbore of Vancouver's island—upwards
.Ii ff two hundred miles of o .:;,u.t, which, on every priu-
ciple of fairness and equity, 18 our own !

[ admit, to an able reasoner from Sonth Carvlina
(Rhett) the consolidating influence of warand I admit,
the lurking danger, in all republics, of consolidation. 1
admit that war 1s the enemy of human progress ; the
friend of 1gnorance, the nn'\' of dc-p(at;e-m. 1 be-
lieve, that the wars of Napoleon arrested, as only the
glare of military glory could have arrested, the on-
ward march of liberty in revolutionized France. War
is o terrible alternative. Hut yet 1t sometlimes hap.
pens, that only through grievous evil can men attain
great good. Oar republic was cradled in war., If
war, under any circumstances, be a discredit and a
dishonor, what of a certain pEcLARATION, written by
Thomas Jeferson, and adopted seventy years ago, b
a bLand of sturdy patriots assembled in the old Phila-

| delphia Statehouse !

There must be an end, somewhere, to concession
and compromise. Let those who deal in imputations
of discredit and dishonor, tell us plainly, where the
| end shall be. For myself | declare, that | consider the

whole course of our administration throughout this

ffair, from first 1o last, to reflect credit on Americs,

wonor on the age in which we live. | challenge, out

f all history, an example of a territorial dispute, in

{ which a pation with rights so clear, with power so

great, as ours, ever made concessions so liberal, de-
moderate.

So much fur the rights in this case. So much in
| justification of our course, and in proof of its modera-
tion. Onevord mow, in cvonclusion, in reply to that
plea for delay, urged by the gentieman from Alabama
(Yancey) and others : **we are not ready to assert our
in peace we bave not prepared for war.” If

the meaning is, that we have no standing army and

| ;..-.“-L-rf]_] navy to match 1:.Ii;_'1ﬁ1;d':§. then dcvuutl}' do
I hope, that we never ghall be, in peace, prepared for
war, Whenever we are, we shall be prepared also
|t'-_.r despotiem. We are as much prepared now, ss
any free nation, in peace, ever ought to be ; yes, and
|as we need be. Cadmus's fabled dragon teeth have
been sowed. in very deed, throughout our land, and
are ready 1o spring up, in armed shape, in every for-
est, on everv prairie. The chace and the hardships
| of the frontier have trained, to our hands, ao army of
| hundred thousands, not unifurmed nor enrolled indeed,
but with ev the soldier, and armed
with that terrible weapon, America’s own rifle, before
which the bayonetted musket of the regulars—witness
New Orleans '—is but s the plaything of a child.

England may boast, and boast justly, that if we,
{ bent on a war of aggression, were to cross the Atlan-
| tic and attack her in her own sea-girt isle, the attempt
would result in disaster and defeat. And she knows
full as well, that such will he her own fate, whenever
she carries war into our hemisphere. Either nation
is impregnable at home. Neither can succeed against
the other, in an unjust war of conquest, abroad. 1
speak, here, not of the result of a few months’ or of
a single vear's warfare, but of ultimate conseguences.

We have sought peace. We have sacrificed for
peace, Not that war, in such a cause, s a thing to
be feared : but only because, with its horors and its
b:‘.r]_mrising influenees, it isa ﬂn'ng ever mrnestly to
be avoided. If, notwithstanding, war be thrust upon
s, with prompt energy let us meet it. If, in spite of
our averting efforts, the blow must be given, let it be
in the spirit of the old adage, “he gives twice, who

gives guickly.™

No temporizing policy befits the present crisis, nor
can avail, to avert its dangers, if withany it be rife.
Firmness, neither boastful itself, nor yet moved by
the boasts of others, becomes us as an independent
pation. And, in such firmness, is to be found the best
promise, at last, of permmanent, because hormrahle,
| peace.

‘ Mr. Tuvenan, of Ohio, and Mr. Trourson, of
Pa., occupied the remainder of the day, both in favor
| of immediate notjce.

] In the Senate, the debate on the bill to increase the

| pavy by the construction of steam vessels, has been
continued by Messrs. Bagby and Miller, against the
bill, who were severally answered by Gen. Cass.

Me. Ellsworth, son of the Jate Commissioner of Pat.

| ents, was confirmed by the Senate to-day as charge
d' Affairs to Sweden, and the question is asked by many
an old Demoerat how it is that he should get ahead of
hundreds of other nominees; and the only response
we hear is ** fellow-feeling ""—the whigs are united
on Whig nominees, and dJemocrats divided on demo-

| cratic nominees.

| Mr. Secretary Walker, with the assistance of Mr.
M'Kay, clairman of the commitice on Ways and
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Means, has the Tariff bill nearly ready to report, and it

will follow the disposition of the nofice. The Sub-trea-

sury bill is also in a stute of preparation. Yours,
TIMOLEON.

State of Indinna=---Johnson County.
] tanae Jones, clerk of the Juhnson circuit court, do centify that
5 al the Seplesiber ferm of the Johsseon croult court, A. Do,

1845, David White filed his affidavit in open conrt through the re-

Catharine Stilles, thereby showing to the court thal Rey-
pold 1. Stillee, ber lawiul hustmsd, was a oo resident and lived

| withnt the State of Indiaon, and unber thot suid Stillee bad for-
| maken ber fur the past two yeans,

andl (hat e had written to his w ife

thal he never intended to come back, and tat it was the wish ol
said wile (o oblyin a divorce i said court

1
Oct. 14, 1845, 72-wis

RBank Serip and Treasury Noles.
rEAHE undersigoed ks oo consignment a lot of Benk Scrip and
Treasury Neter which he will exchange upon advan
torms 1o those wishing to use elther. Borrowers of sinking fund
and others at & distance, would do well to arply by letter for the
amount they want bofore the sinking fund sales in Nuve i

SAAC JONES, Clerk.
B. R. & lhicxs, Dep.

it 1 denieed | will make payment for them st the proper office
without charge.

I shail continue ta pay taxes inany county in the State. Fanda
should he forwarded by lst of December next,

20415 A. W. MORRIS, Gen. Agent,
'l‘\er co partpership beresofore o xisting betweoen the

ed, snder the name, style and firm of Smith & Haana, s

day dissdved by mutual consent. Persons having demands agrinm
the late snid firm will present them for ligu
indebied are respectiv 1o cuil and
-y 3 Wy requested
December 3, 1845,

HE wubscribers have this
T 50 s of Smik., Cansa & O0
T ' P. B. L. EMITH.
Y. C. HANNA.
Indinnapolix, Jan. 1, 1845, 66 ADOLPHUS H. ENITH.

—the trader makes to the chief a small present. In

And equally to the point is a portion of paragraph

GA> LS. Lawp Black jast feceived and formle by




